
Helmshore Horse Brake 1920s Lancashire.  

(Photo from internet) 

...the legacy for Bleasdale 

After the Great War... 

All photographs from Bleasdale Archive unless otherwise stated. 

Advert from 'The Motor Cycle'  

magazine , December 1929 

(Photo from internet) 
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Preston Guardian 27th July 1929 

Preston Guardian 24th December 1921 
(Photo from  

internet) 

Picture of 1927 Ribble Bus 

(Photo from internet) 

MMOTOR CYCLING OTOR CYCLING had become a popular activity by  

the 1920s and sales had soared. In a country area  

such as Bleasdale, owning one would have changed  

a young man’s work and social life. Eric Lord, Leo  

and Walter’s brother, had  

a motorbike in 1929...but  

                it wasn't all fun. 

 

  Women tended to keep to  

the BICYCLEBICYCLE...but sometimes  

also came a cropper as this  

1921 report shows! The bicycle  

remained the most common  

 form of transport for Bleasdale  

people for many years. 
 

It was not until the 1920s that large numbers of BUSES BUSES  

started to appear in Lancashire. The Pilot Bus Company 

was formed in Garstang in 1920 and operated a route 

to Calder Vale.  It was taken over in 1926 by the Ribble 

Bus Company, founded in Preston in 1919.    

 

 

 

 Although it has not yet been discovered when the first   

 CHARABANC CHARABANC came through Bleasdale, as soon as the   

 roads were made suitable it is likely that day-trippers  

 travelled to view this scenic part of Lancashire. 

 

 

 

POST WAR  

TRANSPORT 

BLEASDALE PARISH'S FIRST LORRYLORRY? 

 

Oakenclough Paper Mill was a successful business  
during this period, but it was still largely dependent 
on obtaining raw materials from the railways and  

    canals, and sending out its products to its  
    customers, many of whom were in south  
    Lancashire. It is not surprising to find that  
    the Mill had a 'lurry' in 1918, which was  
     likely to have been a pre-War model as  
  production was focused on the military, not  
   the civilian market during the First World  
      War ... but as this 1921 report shows,  
          accidents could occur ... Preston Guardian 11th May 1918 


