the photo on the right?

In 1915 Robert spent two weeks of
his summer holiday 1n munitions
work before enlisting in the Royal
Flying Corps as a motor cyclist. He
transferred to the reserve but went

to France in 1916 with the

Liverpool Scottish Regiment. He
was on the Somme front line at
Sailley from 10-15th December
1916, where he contracted trench

foot and trench fever. He was

hospitalised untl May 10th 1917
and resumed duty at Bleasdale in

the following September.

From the School Log Book

Photo from the internet
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A National Relief Fund was set up with Edward,
Prince of Wales, as treasurer, to help the families
of serving men and those suffering from "mdustrial
distress". In a message 1 national newspapers, he
said: "At such a moment we all stand by one
another, and it 1s to the heart of the British people
that I confidently make this earnest appeal."
Within a week, donations to the fund had reached
L1Im.

Robert Hunt was Head Teacher of Bleasdale
National School from 1st September 1910 to
30th September 1920. He was born in Preston,
the youngest son of Heys and Nancy Hunt and
his father was a cotton worker. He married
Minnie Woods in 1905 and may have taught in Burton-
in-Kendal before coming to Bleasdale where his
daughter, Nancy Blackstone Hunt was born in 1910.
They had a second child in 1918 - possibly the baby in
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Queen Alexandra. It 1s worthy of note that
Bleasdale and the surrounding areas were |

aimed at first to collect a total of one million
month. In February 1914 during a special

children’s week 300,000 eggs were collected.

million eggs to hospitals abroad.
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extracts from the School
Log Book and The
Preston Guardian show.

DEC. 16TH 1915 “Sctool closed. Local farmens’ Red (Drose sale at Ganstang — many childnen attending the same

Preston Guardian Saturday December 18 1915

___THE_PRESTON GUARDIAN. satl

R 18, 1915,

si\\n \ND DISTRICT RED CROSS SALE: £2,050 RAISED.

The fund recewved a total of £1,024,808 19s 2d.

MAY 7TH 1916 "~ (Childnen broaght 7[ld (564.) for Prebendary
Carlile' s Chanch #umy Effort” (PREB. WILSON CARLILE

FOUNDED THE CHURCH ARMY)

Nov. 16TH 1917 ¥ Social cn acid of Warn Charnctics was lheld in
sctiaol this evening (Frniday).

JAN. 25TH 1918 “Whist Drive cn school this evening in aid of the
Lancaster Manctions Workers ' Hastel. " (ON 157 OcT. 1917

THERE WAS A MASSIVE EXPLOSION AT THE MUNITIONS FACTORY AT
WHITE LUND, LANCASTER IN WHICH 10 PEOPLE DIED.)

AUG. 24TH 1918 “Blackbery gathering - Replicd to letter from
Dr. Suape to the effect that 7 would act as Local Agent.

(BLACKBERRY COLLECTING WAS A GOVERNMENT SCHEME TO ASSIST
IN JAM-MAKING FOR THE FORCES.)

SEPT. 5TH 1918 “Pactked 10l Wackberies for dispatets to Messrs.

Thomas E. Dytoe & Sou, jam manafacturers, Preston. "
Nov. 11TH 1918 “Ahumistice signed at 5 a.m. teday,

tostilities ceased at Il am - peace bells nany and St. George s flag run app’ in Chanch Jower"

The Brnitish Farmers Red Cross Fund mainly raised money through agricultural sales. The proceeds were earmarked for particular
schemes, such as providing motor ambulances, cars and lorries to the various battle-fronts. More than 150 ambulances were provided n
this way. Hospitals, known as British Farmers Hospitals, were supported by this fund in Belgium, France and Serbia.

1The school was the focus
of the community war
effort during the Great
War for both social and

fund-raising activities, as

Bleasdale
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Money raised at the British Farmers’ Red Cross Fund alelat Garstang in 1915 would have
contributed to this Postal Van purchased Lancashire Branch.
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