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School Cottages and Bleasdale C. of E. School 1960 Miss 

Constance 

Smith 

The first TELEPHONE TELEPHONE TELEPHONE exchange in the country 

was opened in 1876 and in the 1897/8 Directory there 

were nine numbers listed for Garstang. Numbers 8  

and 9 were Harold Jackson’s and there were no other  

telephones in Bleasdale Parish until the 1920’s, when Mr. 

Silcock had had one installed  

at Bleasdale Tower by 1923.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1936, Leo Lord had one put in at his  

haulage business. By this time Bleasdale 

had become part of the Chipping Exchange.  

 

Numbers of users did  

not increase greatly  

immediately after the  

First World War but from 

1926 red telephone boxes 

began to be installed 

throughout the country 

and certainly by 1960 the 

residents of Bleasdale had their very own box outside the Post  

Office at School Cottages. Miss Smith, the then Headteacher, noted 

the installation of the new apparatus with a typically wry comment: 

 

 

   10th July 1959: 'The installation of the telephone has been a great  
   improvement to the school and should prove a great blessing to me,  
   although it would be very much more efficient if I could hear the  
   bell ring in the house.'                                        From the School Logbook 
 

 

The first SEWING MACHINE SEWING MACHINE SEWING MACHINE at Bleasdale School arrived in 1915, 

presumably for making bedlinen and bandages for casualties. 

 ‘introduced a sewing machine for use during needlework.’ 
From the School Logbook: 3rd September 1915  

                     But the Garstang Education Committee in the  

                        1920’s was reluctant to introduce this 'dangerous'  

     new technology, as the report on the left shows. 

After the Great War... EARLY 20th CENTURY 

TECHNOLOGY 

All photographs from Bleasdale Archive unless otherwise stated. 

...the legacy for Bleasdale 

Preston Guardian  2nd May 1925 

 Bleasdale Tower , date unknown 
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HAROLD JACKSON 


