After tive Great Worr... HEALTH

ISSUES

For the people of Bleasdale in the early 20th Century, Doctors' surgeries and
hospitals were distant and most treatment cost money. Low income families looked to
Friendly Societies, charities or even the Poor Law Guardians for support and from 1911 a
limited National Insurance health scheme came into force. Some improvements in health

|  care began, however, before 1914 and continued in the 1920s, as the School Log

.| book and Parkinson Trust Minute Book reveal. B = 20 174 PRIl 1628
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small grants. In 1928 the Trustees advocated that: vnsct. el M. Fotrlonny st o o ok liw. * B

L..the guestion of providing a nurse for occastonal sickness wasy considered & a very suifable
woman being ovadable Ut was decided to- bear tihe cost for her attending Ambulance nnrsying
WW‘?{@ going VO‘WM‘/‘H’W/GMW\@ nurse for o week or two-..!

In 1907, Lancashire County Council
introduced a SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.
- Doctors carried out annual medical
\ Inspections assisted by a School Nurse.
S Bleasdale's first inspection was in 1909.
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DENTAL HEALTH among children was —| Intheearliest . . ‘s 13
poor in Bleasdale, as it was throughout days. (Number on roll: 42)

the cotniis Hefadteachers recordc.ad Bk e In the early 20th Century less well-off parents
battle to get children to clean their teeth ...  §& .

& could not afford GLASSES or specialist eye
‘Almost every ciuilot tlises S W \E treatment. The Parkinson Trustees would help
optoaned a toothhbrusih,' ..wrote Mr. Hunt = financially (as they did with the cost of toothbrushes) but
in 1910 and in 1927 Mrs Parkinson noted... still sometimes met with problems. In 1929, Louise Metcalf
The daily toothbrusiv drdl uwndertaken needed glasses, but Rev. Haines reported regretfully...
ot this school s an excellent Ldea and ‘that he had not been able to- provide her withv
| am sure the children will reap Hhe spectacles owing to- the objection of her porents
benefit in later Life by preserving their ond ay sihe hay now Left the parusin, tive trustees
teetv from premature decay.’ con gwe no further help:!

The nearest GENERAL PRACTITIONERS had their surgeries in
Garstang and Longridge but in 1930 the Parkinson Trust brought
the surgeries to the patients in the new Bleasdale Parish Hall.
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PARKINSON TRUST MINUTE BOOK 6th November 1930
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